

PLEASE 
Make sure your children are in school on time for the start of the morning session.

A child who arrives late:

· Disturbs the class

· Misses important parts of the lesson

· Sometimes feels left out, as other are already engaged in learning
· Feels awful and begins to dislike school

THE SCHOOL DAY
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Nursery:

Morning 8.30am to11.30am





Afternoon 12.20pm to 3.20pm


Key Stage 1

Morning 8.50am to 12.15pm


(Years Rec – 2)
Afternoon 1.15pm to 3.15pm


Key Stage 2

Morning 8.50am to 12.30pm


(Years 3 – 6)

Afternoon 1.15pm to 3.15pm


The full school attendance policy is available on request from the school office.
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100% attendance = 100% education
In order for your child to receive the best education your child

attend school regularly, arrive on time, properly dressed and in a condition to learn. 

The greatest factor contributing to educational failure is not lack of intelligence, but absence from school. Taken from Ofsted Annual Report of Standards in Schools.
Only keep your child at home if they are really ill and unfit to attend school



Examples

· High temperature

· Measles/chicken pox

· Flu/severe cold


· Vomiting

· Diarrhoea



EXAMPLES

 “My knee hurts”





“I have a headache”




“My tummy hurts”




“I don’t want to go to school”, or





“I don’t like school”.

NB. IF YOUR CHILD IS UNWILLING TO ATTEND SCHOOL, CONTACT US IMMEDIATELY – we can help you!
A Hairdressers appointment or going to buy shoes is NOT a good excuse for your child to miss school. Most local shops are open until 5.30pm Monday to Friday and all day on Saturday and Lakeside Shopping Centre is open all weekend.

If your child has a doctor’s, dental or any other medical appointment, PLEASE try to make this after school or during the school holidays, or at the beginning or the end of the school day. Pupils should attend school before or after appointments.
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FAMILY HOLIDAYS

Please do all you can to prevent taking your children on holiday during term time. The school is reluctant to consent to any leave of absence due to the disruption to children’s learning, but accepts that there may be special family occasions or events or that some parents have no alternative due to work commitments. If you do apply for leave of absence please note the following:

· For requests of 10 days or less (cumulative) complete a form available from the school office.
The Headteacher is always available if you wish to discuss a planned absence, which is not an annual holiday.
Leave of absence will not be authorised for any holidays taken for the three week period prior to the test weeks (school and national curriculum tests at Y2 and Y6) and the test weeks themselves, or requests for holidays because they are cheaper during term time, (Available in newsletter at beginning of term) the Headteacher is the only person to authorise absence.
REPORTING ABSENCES

At St. Mary’s we operate a first day contact policy. Parents/Carers must contact the school before 10.30am (10.00am morning Nursery, 2.00pm afternoon Nursery), on the 1st day of absence.  In the event of no contact being made, parents/carers will be telephoned by a member of staff. This not only confirms the reason for absence, but also informs parents/carers of an unknown absence. You can leave a recorded absence message on our 24 hours ABSENCE line (01375 843254, or email the school admin@tilburystmarys.thurrock.sch.uk you can also send a note via another parent or alternatively you can complete the absence form on our website www.stmarysrc.co.uk. A courtesy letter addressed to the class teacher, explaining your child’s absence should be sent on your child’s return to school. These will be kept on record for 5 years.
MUST








    KEEP AT HOME





    SEND TO SCHOOL








